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« The Play’s the thing.’”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 


- THE Opera of Semiramide, announced for this evening, is unavoida- 
bly postponed until next week, in consequence of the indisposition of 
Mrs. Alfred Shaw. 

A splendid new addition of Haydn’s Oratorio of The Creation, by 
John Bishop, has just been published by Messrs. Cocks and Co., 
music-sellers to her Majesty, Princes Street, Hanover Square. The price 
is extremely moderate, and the correct and elegant style in which it has 
been submitted to the public, entitle the spirited publishers to the greatest 
praise; they have likewise published a new edition of The Messiah, 
which deserves equal patronage. We cannot do better than give the 
following remarks upon Zhe Creation, with which we fully agree : 


“ A new and elegant edition of Haypn’s great work, after the various publica- 
tions of it which have appeared in England within these few years, atiords a re- 
markable proof of the increasing diffusion of taste, among the public at large, 
for sacred music of the highest class. And this diffusion, which for a considerable 
period has been gradual, but slow, has now begun to proceed with greatly ac- 
celerated rapidity, in consequence of the methods of popuiar instruction, similar to 

ye in use inGermany and France, whereby the elements of music, and the _ 
ability to execute the cHoral composivwas of the great rasters, gre -suecessfrlly ~ 
imparted to’ great masses of the people in every class of society. We may now 
expect to see music raised far above the position it has neld in Great Britain, and 
converted, from the mere solace and amusement of a vacant hour, to an agent of 
n0 small power and influence in promoting the moral and social welfare of the 
people. ’ 

The Creation is now so generally known that it would be needless to enlarge on 
its merits. It is the greatest Oratorio that has appeared sie the days of HanpEL ; 
and, even among the works of that mighty master, there-are only two which are 
entitled to stand above it—TZhe Messiah and Israel in Eqypt. Though in other 
works of Hanvet there are portions of unrivalled greatness, yet there is not one 
of those works, conside ed asa whole, which can be compared to The Creation, 
And, it must be added, that Haypy, in his Oratorio, has combined the majesty 
of his conceptions, and the powers of his harmonies, with an elegance of style, 
and exquisite grace and sweetness of melody, which are not to be generally found 
in the musie of HanDEL. 

The present editor has done his duty ably. We find that the publication is by no 
means 2 mere reprint; for, on comparing many parts of it with former editions, 
we find the instrumental arrangement considerably altered, and (as it seems to 
us) for the better. ‘She harmonies are fuller, and the orchestral effect more care- 
fully indicated. The text, too, appears to be immaculate; at least we have been 
unable to discover any errors. The alto and tenor parts are written in the com- 
mon treble elef; a sacrifice to the ignoranee and laziness of amateurs which must 
be distasteful to every musician, At present, however, the practice is so prevalent, 
that the publishers of the present work probably did not think it prudent to de- 
part from it. The words are considerably altered from the original version used 
by Haypn himself; they are those (the editor states) which have heen most re- 
cently used at the principal musical festivals. We have rarely met with so large 
and elegant a musical publication at so morerate a price. 

In the preface, the editor gives an anecdote of the first performance of The 
Creation in England, ‘The score of the work was received in this country on 
Saturday the 22nd of March, 1800, at nine o’clock in the evening, by the King’s 
messenger, from Vienna; was copied into parts by Mr. Thomas Goodwin, for 
120 performers; rehearsed and performed #: Covent Garden, on the Friday fol- 
lowing, under the direction of Mr John Ashley and Sons.’ This was in ihe 
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days of the “ eat Oratorios;” and a performance §° got up must ‘have beu. 
worthy of those discreditable entertainments, now happy abandoned. The first 
performance of The Creation in Paris was on the memorableMght when Napoleon 
narrowly escaped destruction from the “ infernal machine” in the Rée—Nicaias, as 
he was on his way to hear this oratorio. After the explosion he proceeded to the 
theatre, and listened to the music with every appearance of composure.—Murning 
Chronicle, Jan. 19. 
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Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Evrror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will youexcuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :-— 

Monday, paid another visit to the Taames TuNNEL, which is now completed, 
and is 1,200 feet in length. The entrance is, for a short time longer, only on the 
Middlesex side, close to the Tunvel Pier at Wapping; the entrance to Rother- 
hithe is closed, in order to finish a new Staircase; on the completion of which 
the Tunnel will be opened asa thoroughfare for foot Passengers at a penny toll. 
Generally go by one of the steam boats, either from Hunzerford, Adelphi, &c. 

Tuesgay, stroll to view the magnificent and numerous additions just added to 
Mapame l'ussaun’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker-street, 
Portman-square :—An Historical Group, in Magnificent Armour, the Prinee and 
Princess Royal, in their splendid cot, the King of Prussia, Commissioner Lin and 
his Consort, the gorgeous Robes of George the Fourth designed by himself at a 
cost of 18,00U/., &e.—This exhibition is crowded daily with the elite of society. 

In the evening got the best shilling’s worth I ever paid for in my life at the 
Royvaut ADELAIDE GatLery, Lowther Arcade, Strand, where indeed all tie arts 
and sciences met me with open arms—a graud Promenade Concert, vocal and in- 
strumental, supported by the first performers of the day, followed by a popular Lec- 
ture on the Bude and Drummond Lights, — saw the humerous effects of the Laughing 
Gas—the wonderful Gas Microscope, and 30 magnificent Dissolving Views of 
Ghusnee, Cabul, &c. and portraits of RobertBu ns, Lord Nelson, Prince Albert. &e. 

Wednesday, visit the Chinese Collection, St. George’s Place, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, comprising upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic} 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manufactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements. Also many thousand specimens, both in Natural History and Mis- 
cellaneous Curiosities, illustrating the manners, &c. of 300,000,000 Chinese. 

Afterwards, amuse myself by skating on the Artificial Ice, at the Baker Street 
Bazaar, Portman-square. ‘This is a wonderful invention, there being upwards of 
3,000 feet of beautiful Ice, on which skaters can enjoy their favourite amusement 
in all seasons, surrounded by snow-clad Alpine scenery, forming a beautiful and 
faithful Panorama of Lucerne and its frozen lake. Open from ten in the morning 
till five, and from seven till ten in the evening, when it is brilliantly illuminated. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans's 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, — quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Thursday, walked into the Subterraneous Exhibition—found there a splendid 
newPicture of the Crucifixion, which had just been added to the Collection in the 
Macic Cave, also an original Painting, by Mr. Cox, of the Eve of the Deluge— 
very cleverly managed ; many of the other views, 16 in number, are extremely 
good—a little help from the fancy, and you might almost suppose yourself to be 

looking from some real cavern upon a most beautiful seene—all of which may be 
seen for 6d. at tie Lowther Bazaar, 35, Strand, from 11 o’clock until 10 at night. 

Must call upon Messrs. Cocks & Co., Music-sellers to the Queen, 20, Princes 
Street, Hanover Square—find they have just published popular music for Schools, 
by Hamilton, among a great variety is the new addition of his Grammar, 3s. ; 
Catechism of Thorough Bass, 2s.; Key to ditto, 1s.6d.; Catechism of Double 
Fugue, 2s.; Ditto Artof playing from Score and writing for an Orchestra, Qs. ; 
Ditto on Musica! Ideas ; a new Edition of his Method for the Piano, with 31 airs, 
fingered by Czerny, 4s, &c., and his Dictionary of 2,500 Musical Terms, only Is. 

In the evening I am to be found at ANprxTon’s Horen, Fleet Street, enjoying 
some delightful singing at the Harmonie Meeting held there : the principal singers 
consist of Mr. R, Cook, Mr Jones., Mr. Delevante, and Mr. Moody, the well- 
known comic singer. An eniment pianist presides. The concert commences at 
eizht, aud attracts vast audiences. Excellent dinners always ready between 
twelve and seven o’clock,—the soups delicious, and the terms moderate. 

Saturday, [examine Miss Lixwoop’s curious NeedleWork, Leicester-square— 


iately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But intrude—beg pardon— - 


Your’s &. —PAUL PRY 





Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


~ This Evening, the Play of 


TEMPEST. 


Prospero, (Duke of Milan,) MrVANDENHOFF, 
Antonio, (theUsurpingDuke of Milan) MrW. WEST 
Ferdinand, Mr J. VINING, 

Caliban, (savage&deformedSlave)MrHORNCASTLE 
Trinculo, (a Jester) Mr HARLEY, 
Stephano....(a Drunken Butiler)....Mr BARTLEY, 
Miranda,( DaughterofProspero)MissVANDENHOFF, 
Ariel, (anAiry Spirit) Miss POOLE. 





After which, (24th Time) a New Christmas Harlequinade, by writers 
of “Punch, or the London Charivari,” entitled 


Punch’s Pantomime ! 
or, HARLEQUIN 


KING JOHN 


AND 


Magna Charta ! 


Programme of the Pantomime :— 


RUINS OF THE FORUM IN THE CAMPO VACCINO. 
( The well-known Classical Cowmeadow at Rome. ) 
Oberon, Miss KENDALL, Titania, Mrs EMDEN. 
Puck, Miss JAMES, Punch, Miss TAYLOR. 

VAULT of the BLACK DIAMOND, inthe Castle of Fitzwalter. 
BaronFitzwalter, Mr S.SMITH. Lord Chancellor, MrBraithwaite. 
King John, Mr W.H.PAYNE, Avisa, Mr GARDEN, 
Isabella, ....e.Mr MOORE, The Conducter,....+Mr RUSSELL, 
Court Yard in Windsor Castle, with an Ancient Reservoir. 

( Vulgo—a sa In this Scene will be exhibited a Royal Wardrobe in the 

Twelfth Century. Terrific Combat of Two. 
RUNNYMEDE! and ENCAMPMENT OF THE BARONS, 

A Small Van with a Great Charta. 
Arrival of the Fairy Train. PUNCH IN HIS GLORY. 
Surrounded by some of his Old, and by many New Friends.—( W.Bradwell, ) 
Motley Metamorphoses. 
Harlequin, .Mr J. RIDGWAY, Columbine, .Mrs J. RIDGWAY, 
Pantaloon,.Mr GARDEN, Clown,.Mr T. RIDGWAY, 

Olde Schoole House. Exterior of Polytechnic. Bartholomew Fair, 
1841. A Dance between Europe and Africa. Bartholomew Fair, 
1843. Real way to play Scotch Quadvilles. Exeter Hall and 
Tobacconist's Shop. Singing for the Millian! Mendicity Society's 
Offices, FashionableInsurance Office, ani Barber's Shop. Grand 
Tableau of Aldgate Pump! The Chinese Exhibition, ( Knights- 
bridge,)  Punch's Water Frolic, with the Lake of Como at a 
respect*ul distance. 


- 


On Monday, Gustavus the Third, and the Pantomime. 


Theatre Royal, Drivy Lane. 
This Evening. will he soinnl the Play of dal 


CY MBELINE. 


FROM THE TEXT OF SHAKSPEARE. 
BRITONS. : 


Cymbeline..Mr RYDER, Cloten..Mr COMPTON, 
Leonatus Posthumus..Mr ANDERSON, 
Belarius..Mr PHELPS, Arviragus..Mr ALLEN, 
Guiderius,.. Mr HUDSON,  Pisanio..Mr ELTON, 
Cornelius, MrWaldron, First Lord, MrSelby, 
Minstrels—Mr Stretton, MissP.Horton, &c. 
Queen..Miss ELLIS, Imogen..Miss H. FAUCIT, 
Helen....Miss FAIRBROTHER. 

ROMANS. 
lachimo..Mr MACREADY, 
Philario, MrW.H.Bland, RomanCaptain,MrMellon. 
Caius Lucius..Mr G. BENNETT, 


After which (24th time, ) a newGrand Tragic-Comic ChristmasPantomime, called 


HARLEQUIN axp 
WILLIAM TELL; 
Genius ¢theRibstone Pippin 


The Pantomime produced under the superintendence of Mr H. Yi ounge 
Scene Ist, Regions of Slavery in the Caverns of Despair.—Patent Fetter Factory 
Demon of Despair, Mr Yarnold, Genius of Liberty, Mrs Watson, 
Britannia, Miss Newcombe, 
2nd—Valley and Lake, with Tell’s Cottage and snowy peaks of the Alps, 
Emma, MrBENDER, Albert, Mr HANCE, Sarnem, Mr HOWELL, 
William -Fell, Mr C. J, SMITH, Melchtal, Mr STILT, 
3rd—Antechamber in the Castle of Altorf. 

Gesler, Mr GOURIET, eles 
4th—- Mountain Pass with Storm. 5th—Market Place in Altorf. 
The appearance of the Genius in the Fairy Ribstone Pippin Bower. 
Transformation of the Characters : 

Harlequin, Mr C. J. SMITH. Columbine, Miss FAIRBROTHER, 
Clown, Mr T. MATTHEWS, Pantaloon, Mr HOWELL, 
Twirlabout, Mr STILT, 

Office of Bell's Life. Emporium of Fashion, & Seven Bell’e Inn. 
Works of Art and Works of Nature, Bells of all kinds. The BELL Assembly. 
Infant Infirmary—Register, Office, and Yard of the Blue Boar Inn. 
Cold water cures—a Christmas l'udding—Parcels of Children.— 

“ Take Care of the Door.” 

Arrival of a Curiosity from the ISLE OF MAN, who bears the ARMS and also 
the LEGS of that place—in this-scene will be introduced 
The Gem of the Ballet, “La Jolie Fille de Gand.” 
Pussymeat's Pye House. Shutup Shop. — Sausage and Makers. 
Outside of the New Tee-total Temperance Music- Hall. 
Ancient Kitchen and Bed Room in the Blossoms Inn, 

Scene 6th—-Gardens of the Hesperides, in which the reconciled Parties 


ave treated with a view of the T ELLENSPR UNG. 
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